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POWERTY

for:

Flute

Oboe

Clarinet in Bb
Horn in F
Bassoon

Score in C
Duration 6 min.

Comment to the piece:

Many years ago I heard a piece by Gavin Bryars which

at the time made an impression on me.

It was the piece "Jesus” blood..." The piece consist of a
recording of an old poor man who sings a choral:

"Jesus’ blood never failed me yet, never failed me yet."

In the background there is a string ensemble playing an
ostinato over and over again. My piece is only like a
memory where I try to remember a feeling that I had when
I first heard the piece 15 years ago. A part of this feeling
is captured in a short cadenza which is repeated and altered
through the 6 min long piece.

The title of my piece is deliberately wrongly spelled. In USA
people pronounce Poverty as Powerty. I am struck by the fact
that poverty still exists, particularly in our time. Maybe the only
advantage poor people has is a moral superoirity over

us who are not poor since we all know that nothing good

comes out of being to wealthy. It just makes us lazy and stupid.
The same goes for aestethics. There is nothing good in trying

to overload an expression, so the simple truth is that simplicity
is estethically superior to exaggerations.

In other words; Poverty can have power.

Krister Hansén -2008

This piece can be purchased at STIM/MIC Stockholm. tel- 0046 8 783 88 00 www.stim.mic.se
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